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HERSETH            SANDLIN STATEMENT ON REOPENING OF SOUTH KOREA TO U.S. BEEF 

April 18,            2007, Washington, D.C. -             U.S. Rep. Stephanie Herseth Sandlin today commented on the announcement            that South Korea will reopen its market to U.S. beef imports.
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“This is an overdue, but            welcome announcement that reflects the fact that livestock producers            in South Dakota and across the country produce the highest quality,            safest beef in the world. Renewed access to what was once the third-largest            export market for U.S. beef and beef products is the right decision,            and it represents an important economic victory for our domestic producers.”            

South Korea implemented            a ban on imports of U.S. beef in December of 2003. Before the ban, South            Korea was the third-largest export market for U.S. beef and beef products.            Although South Korea partially reopened its market to deboned beef less            than 30 months of age in January 2006, the reopening was subject to            multiple interruptions and has effectively been closed since 2007. 
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#            # #

Congresswoman            Stephanie Herseth Sandlin serves South Dakota in the U.S. House of Representatives.            She is a member of the Blue Dog Coalition, a group of moderate Democrats            committed to fiscal discipline and strong national security, and is            co-chair of the Rural Working Group, which is dedicated to raising the            profile of issues important to rural America. She also serves on three            committees vital to South Dakota’s interests: Agriculture, Veterans’            Affairs and Natural Resources. In the 110th Congress, Rep. Herseth Sandlin            was one of only 15 members appointed to serve on the Select Committee            on Energy Independence and Global Warming.
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